What is an adverb clause?
An adverb clause is a group of words that is used to change or qualify the meaning of an adjective, a verb, a clause, another adverb, or any other type of word or phrase with the exception of determiners and adjectives that directly modify nouns.
Adverb clauses always meet three requirements:
· First, an adverb clause always contains a subject and a verb.
· Second, adverb clauses contain subordinate conjunctions that prevent them from containing complete thoughts and becoming full sentences.
· Third, all adverb clauses answer one of the classic “adverb questions:” When? Why? How? Where?
Examples of Adverb Clauses
As you read the following adverb clause examples, you’ll notice how these useful phrases modify other words and phrases by providing interesting information about the place, time, manner, certainty, frequency, or other circumstances of activity denoted by the verbs or verb phrases in the sentences. While adverb clauses are slightly more complicated than simple adverbs, they are worth learning about.
The adverb clauses in these examples are italicized for easy identification.
1. Jennifer scrubbed the bathtub until her arms ached. (This adverb clause describes how Jennifer scrubbed.)
2. The dogs started chasing my car once they saw it turn the corner. (This adverb clause describes when the dogs started chasing my car.)
3. After having my wisdom teeth out, I had a milkshake for dinner because I couldn’t chew anything. (This adverb clause describes why I had a milkshake for dinner.)
Adverb Clause Exercises
The following exercises will help you gain greater understanding about how adverb clauses work. Choose the best answer to complete each sentence.



1. The women took notes ________________________.
a. While being taught to cook
b. Steadily
c. Noisily
d. For their children




Answer: A. the women took notes while being taught to cook. (This adverb clause describes when the women took notes.)
2. We will go to the game __________________.
a. Friday
b. Even if it rains
c. Saturday
d. Sometime




Answer: B. We will go to the game even if it rains. (This adverb clause describes a certain condition, or a “how.”)
3. You can put the package ____________________.
a. Outside
b. Inside
c. Wherever you like
d. Somewhere
Answer: C. You can put the package wherever you like. (This adverb clause denotes a place, even though that place is not specific.)
4. ___________________, you will not be punished.
a. Since you have apologized
b. We decided
c. He told me
d. You are lucky
Answer: A. Since you have apologized, you will not be punished. (This adverb clause denotes a reason or a “why.”)
5. She was so tired _____________________.
a. She left
b. She cried
c. Today
d. That she could not stand
Answer: D. She was so tired that she could not stand. (This adverb clause denotes a result of being tired or a “how.”)
 
Adverb Clauses List
When creating adverb clauses, feel free to be creative. The following examples will help you get started:
· Even when I’m sick
· When you have finished working
· Whenever you like
· Wherever we prefer
· Since I returned from vacation
· As she was not there
· Since you always do well
· Before entering high school
· After I return
· So that he would understand









We know that adverbs modify verbs, e.g., He ran quickly. (Quickly is the adverb, and ran is the verb.)

When an adverb consists of more than one word, it is known as an adverbial phrase, e.g., He ran like the wind did. If this phrase contains its own verb, it's called an adverbial clause, e.g., He ran like his life depended on it.

Adverbial Clauses and Phrases
Quite often, an adverb in a sentence comprises several words. These types of adverbs are called adverbial phrases or adverbial clauses. Adverbial phrases and clauses (shaded below) can usually be categorised as one of the following: 
Adverbs of Time
· A crow attacked your cat while I was waiting for the bus.
· Every time he cracked a joke, the punters roared with laughter.
(Note the comma. This is explained in the Hot Tip to the right.) 
Adverbs of Place
· It is colder and wetter in the north of Germany. 
· Put the sign where the students can read it.
I was born in the city where my parents live.(adjec.cl)
I was born in where my parents live. (adv.cl)
You asked me where my parents live. (Noun cl as direct object)
You asked me for the money ( simple sentence, NO noun clause)

Adverbs of Manner
· That dog is walking around like he owns the place.
· She is acting as if she has stolen something.
· The letter was sent to the post office after it was stamped.

The letter was sent to the post office after  stamped.
The letter was sent to the post office after being stamped.

Adverbs of Degree
· You are not as clever as you think you are.
· He is as modest as he is brilliant.
Adverbs of Condition
· If I have the time, I will show you the cellar after the shift.
· I will come with you provided my suit is back from the dry cleaners.
Adverbs of Concession
1. Although only four years old, Oliver can do long multiplication.
Although Oliver is only four years old, he can  do long multiplication
2. I will cover for you although I may lose my job.
I will cover for you although LOOSING my job
Adverbs of Reason
· We were forced to abandon the match because the skies opened up.
· Since it is your birthday, you can sit in the front.
Use a Comma When It's at the Front
There are very few problems associated with adverbial clauses and phrases. The main grammar point is whether to use a comma or not.

When an adverbial clause or phrase is at the front of a sentence, it is usual to use a comma. 
· A crow attacked your cat while I was waiting for the bus. [image: C:\Users\ACER\Downloads\What Are Adverbial Clauses and Phrases__files\bultick.gif]
(No comma is required as the adverbial clause at the end of the sentence.)
· While I was waiting for the bus, a crow attacked your cat. [image: C:\Users\ACER\Downloads\What Are Adverbial Clauses and Phrases__files\bultick.gif]
(This time, a comma is required because the adverbial clause at the start.)
· It is colder and wetter in the north of Germany. [image: C:\Users\ACER\Downloads\What Are Adverbial Clauses and Phrases__files\bultick.gif]
(no comma required - adverbial clause at the end)
· In the north of Germany, it is colder and wetter. [image: C:\Users\ACER\Downloads\What Are Adverbial Clauses and Phrases__files\bultick.gif]
(comma required - adverbial clause at the start) 
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